




Ahhh, thank you Austin, it is much clearer now!



The IPM Course – What we found useful

• Soybean stages & susceptibility to pests
• Pest identification
• Huge difference in appearance between young 

insect stages and adults
• Similarity between some pests and predators, 

especially the bugs
• Use of thresholds to reduce pesticide 

use/costs
• Pesticide options and impacts on beneficials



IPM Course Assessments
Soybean IPM Pre-Course Assessment

23

32

45

0
5

10
15
20
25
30
35
40
45
50

Unprepared Moderately
Prepared

Well Prepared

Level of preparedness to manage pests

%
 in

ci
de

nc
e



94% felt they had improved markedly
Soybean IPM post course assessment
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Greatly improved confidence but follow up needed.

Soybean IPM course assessment
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Most referenced: Pest ID, biology and thresholds

Most referenced sections in IPM manual
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More attention – Pesticides, Identification, Agronomy

IPM areas requiring more attention
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Putting IPM into Practice?

Best ask 
Women in 

Sugar



Putting IPM into Practice

Forget the 
bugs, there’s 

a taipan!

Sandra Webb



Putting IPM into Practice

• Increased involvement in farm management

• Transfer of our knowledge to other crops

• Regional recognition of our recently 
acquired skills 

• Building of regional IPM networks
• Heightened awareness of pests
• More intelligent pest management



Increased Involvement and 
Recognition

• Women are becoming much more actively 
involved in all farming enterprises aspects. 

• We are scouting neighbor's crops, as well as our 
own, to keep in practice.

• We have been approached to be commercial 
scout crops. 

• We are transferring our IPM skills to other break 
crops.

• We took an active role in the recent smut 
outbreak response. 



Heightened Pest Awareness

• We know how to monitor and identify the 
major pests

• We are more aware of pest movement 
between different crops.

• We can differentiate between cosmetic 
and serious damage

• We now have guidelines as to when to 
spray, rather than just spraying blindly



Legume webspinner moth, larva, frass and damage
Mostly a minor pest causing cosmetic damage

Legume webspinner moth, larva, frass and damage
Mostly a minor pest causing cosmetic damage



Future IPM Directions

Dianne Bush

That’s 
me!



IPM Future Directions & Conclusions
Dianne – Women in Sugar Bundaberg

• The BIG picture - community expectations

• We are accountable for our own, our 
neighbour’s and our regional environments

• Lifestyle issues on the coast

• The need to embrace change and to improve 
our skills.



Future Directions & Conclusions

Measures of course’s success include:
• Greatly improved soybean seed quality.
• The majority (70%) of crops reached edible 

quality in 2006.
• Transfer of IPM skills to other grain, 

horticulture, fibre and tree crops.

• Establishment of scouting groups to promote 
best management practice in Isis.

• Improved confidence in all aspects of farm 
management and in pest management in 
particular. 



Future Directions & Conclusions

We need:
• Ongoing IPM capacity for future 

generations
• To help maintain the viability of our 

cropping systems
• More IPM courses
• Soft but effective options for bugs



Future Directions & Conclusions

• So look out for women in the field beating 
their beat sheets and with magnifying 
glasses ever ready at hand. 

• Look out for women (and men) with the 
confidence to make spray decisions, and 
where appropriate, to leave well alone and 
let the predators do their thing.

• Happy IPM’ing
• BUGS RULE!  OK!! 
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