impact on the industry as a whole. Research
and promotion has been a feature and
sincere thanks must go out to those who
were involved throughout the year.

In particular the work done by Steph Bellfield
and Loretta Serafin with their trial work on
the Liverpool Plains and Nth NSW has been
none other than exceptional.

The promotional material coordinated by Sue
Knights was also instrumental in providing
growers with up to date information on the
agronomics of growing sunflowers.

The members of the Association also
participated in a promotional/agronomic
roadshow in August 2008 with meetings at
Spring Ridge, Narrabri, Moree, St George
and Clifton. Attendance at these meetings
was above expectations and the speakers
included Loretta Serafin NSW DPI, Steph
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Bellfield HMAg Pty Ltd, Katie Colvin from
Cargill Australia, Rosemary Richards from
AOF and Phil Aubury from Philp Brodie
Grains. Past ASA President Annie Pfeffer
spoke from a growers’ point of view and we
also had Sue Thomson from the DPI in
Toowoomba talking on Powdery Mildew in
sunflowers.

Going forward the sunflower industry needs
to maintain its current emphasis on research
and promotion. In particular, the trials need
to be continued and emphasis needs to be
placed on the control of TSV in Central
Queensland.

This coming season ASA intends to add trial
work on Irrigated sunflowers to the
programme and also look more closely at
the effect of Rutherglen bugs have on seed
and oil quality.
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Soy Australia Annual Report

National industry highlights

The buoyant soybean prices were probably
the highlight of the 2007/08 growing season
with CBOT prices over $US14 per bushel.
Locally growers achieved record prices and
that has set a very positive scene for
2008/09.

The other highlight was the formation of Soy
Australia. Soy Australia will be the peak body
of the soybean industry in conjunction with
AOF. Soy Australia has been formed to
represent all the different soybean
associations - Northern Australian Soybean
Industry Association (NASIA), North Coast
Oilseed Growers Association (NCOGA), the
Riverina Soybean Growers Association
(RSGA) and other areas not covered by
grower associations, plus processors and
end users, giving the industry one voice able
to deal with the ongoing issues in the
industry. While the peak body is a step
forward for the industry, regional bodies will
still be very important for the grassroots
industry.

The future expansion of our industry is very
dependent on the success of the breeding
program. Introducing new varieties that are
higher yielding in the paddock and more
acceptable to the food industry, whilst also
supplying the important crushing and oilseed
industries are a high priority. The focus on
the breeding program has taken
considerable time for all the association
leaders over the past year and through the
formation of Soy Australia will have the
breeding program very focused on those
outcomes.

Oilseed Industry Development

We appreciate the ongoing support from
GRDC and AOF in the jointly funded
agronomy support program "Better
Oilseeds". All associations have helped in
providing case studies of successful farmers
for publication before the next crop is
planted. These case studies show how the
better farmers operate and the benefit of
growing soybeans. Variety trials are also
planned in three major developing soybean
areas next season.

Soybean Production Estimates 2007/08
State Area ha Yield Production

Qud 8000 2.6 20930
NSW 6855 2.0 13803
Vic 0 0.0 0
Total 14855 2.3 34733




Northern Australian Soybean
Industry Association (NASIA)

The ongoing drought again inhibited the area
planted on the Downs and through north
western New South Wales. Most growers in
these areas irrigate and the preferred crop is
cotton. November and December rain did
see a small increase in the area of soybean
planted. If we experience similar conditions
this coming year, soybean planting could
increase dramatically.

Interest in soybeans is on the increase in all
sugar cane areas where soybeans are not
only seen as a alternative cash crop, but
also a crop to help improve their soils and
increase sugar cane yields in following sugar
crops. The Bundaberg area has led the
increase, with more northern areas looking
to increase planting next season.

NASIA's most important function has been to
support varieties released over the past few
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years. All sections of the industry want proof
of performance before old varieties are
discarded. Seed producers are undertaking
the promotion of these new varieties.

The varieties are;

= Stuart released a few years ago as an
edible variety developed for the sugar
cane and northern Queensland areas

= Bunya has the best potential in southern
Queensland and the northern inland
region of New South Wales. In trials and
seed production, the yield from Bunya
has been impressive.

* Fraser was trialed as MANPKN and is
working well in the Bundaberg areas.
Along with the irrigation area of the
Darling Downs. Fraser, along with Bunya
and Stewart are light hilum varieties suited
to the edible market and they are also
suitable as crushing soybeans if they do
not meet edible standards.
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North Coast Oilseed Growers
Association (NCOGA)

The the northern rivers of NSW
(encompassing the Northern Rivers of New
South Wales) over the past few years has
been the capital of soybean production in
Australia. The importance as a rotation with
sugar cane and the beef and beans project
conducted in this area has lifted the profile of
soybeans to a point where they are
achieving very high yields. The majority of
crop grown in this area is dryland, with
growers and departmental people in this
area supporting each other very well through
their Association and setting high standards.

The season started well in the Northern
Rivers, however, flooding rains in the first
month of growth destroyed a number of
crops. The surviving crops then went
through another stress of drought reducing
yields further also affecting grain size and
proteins. Around 80% of the varieties grown
are clear hilum varieties to allow access to a
broader range of markets.

No new varieties were released on the North
Coast this season, but several advanced
lines are in the final stages of evaluation trials
conducted by Dr Natalie Moore at the
Grafton Research Station (GRDC funded
National Soybean Improvement Program
with material from NSW DPI and CSIRO
breeding programs). The advanced clear
hilum lines have improvements in seed size,
protein, yield and weathering tolerance,
which are key traits required to expand
coastal soybean production.

The annual Grafton soybean field day was
well attended again this year. Research trials
and potential new varieties were covered as
well as agronomy information designed to

help producers improve their yields and
quality.

Riverina Soybean Growers
Association (RSGA)

Severe water shortages again limited the
southern irrigated crop. A very small area of
clear hilum varieties was grown in Southern
NSW and there was no production in
Northern Victoria.

There was one new variety released —
Snowy — which was from Andrew James’
CSIRO breeding program and has
performed very well in the Riverina.

Soybean areas not covered by a
growers association (now
represented by Soy Australia)

The dryland growing area of the New
England tablelands has also had a renewed
interest in soybeans, despite the lack of
tonnage from that area, due to early frosts
and many graziers cutting soybeans for hay.
Interest from that area would suggest a lot
bigger planting in the coming year.

The Macquarie and the western areas of the
Lachlan valleys have been a cotton area;
however with little or no water in those areas
growers planted some soybeans after rain
filled storages in November outside the
cotton planting window. We may see more
soybeans planted this season with rain at
the right time.



Oilseeds WA Report

This year has seen a firm focus on the
merger with NACMA WA, Pulse WA,
Western Region Barley Council and Western
Oat Alliance. The merger has been driven by
Oilseeds WA as much as anyone. A
successful launch of the Grain Industry
Association of WA occurred on Monday the
6th of October.

Oilseeds WA provided a platform for GIWA
through its financial and management
capacity. Rob Proud led the steering
committee. John Duff was appointed as the
inaugural executive officer. Grains West Expo
provided an example of joint activity across
industry projects for GIWA.

The major objective of retaining capacity in
WA to run industry functions has been met.
National links will be maintained and
strengthened with national groups such as
AOF, NACMA national and Pulse Australia.
GIWA has attracted a higher level of
financial, organisational and political support
within WA.
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Achievements for 2007/2008

1. The demonstration / trial program was
planned for 11 sites in 2008, 10 were sown.
Results from 2007 were distributed to
growers via the Farm Weekly and the crop
updates. A Sclerotinia trial funded by the
national Better Canola Project was
conducted near Geraldton however due to
the dry year sclerotinia was not an issue.

2. Grower updates were planned and
promoted for early this year. A successful
event was held in conjunction with the Liebe
Group but due to lack of growers the day in
Kojonup was postponed. An agronomist’s
update is planned for 12th November with
support of the Better Oilseeds Project.

3. Grains West Expo 2009 will be held at the
Hyatt Regency Perth on 18th & 19th August
2009. Program development is underway
and sponsors have been secured.

Future

In the coming year the operations of
Oilseeds WA will be merged into GIWA.

We will ensure that successful projects are
continued and that oilseed sector issues
continue to be addressed. We have every
confidence that expectations will be
exceeded.
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Statistics

Table 1: Australian Oilseed Production Source: AOF
‘000 tonnes 2007/08 2006/07 2005/06 2004/05 2003/04
Canola 1069 512 1440 1531 1622
Sunflowers 75 20 95 61 39
Soybeans 35 30 56 54 74
Cottonseed 200 350 800 850 420
Other 10 10 20 7 10
Total 1389 922 2411 2503 2165
Table 2: Area and Production by State — Key Crops Source: AOF

2007/08
Area Production
‘000 ha ‘000 tonnes

5 year average to 2007/08
Area Production
‘000 ha ‘000 tonnes

Canola NSW 58 44 196 245
Vic 150 200 198 247
SA 160 155 153 202
WA 390 670 369 485
Total 758 1069 916 1179
Sunflower  Qld 20 31 16 11
NSW 28 42 29 36
Total 48 73 45 47
Soybean Qld 8 21 8 16
NSW 7 14 13 30
Vic 0 0 0 1
Total 15 35 21 47

Table 3: Oilseed Exports by year
Source: ABS/AOF Figures quoted on crop year (Oct to Sep)

Av 5 years to

‘000 tonnes 2006/07 06/07
Canola 230 960
Cottonseed 65 250
Canola oil 35 40

Table 4: Canola Exports by Destination
Source: ABS/AOF Figures quoted on crop year (Oct to Sep)

Av 5 years to

‘000 tonnes 2006/07 06/07
Bangladesh 17 80
Europe - 90
China 0 85
Japan 181 446
Pakistan 25 225
Other 5 37
Total 228 963




Table 5: Oil and Meal Imports by year
Source: ABS/AOF Figures quoted on crop year (Oct to Sep)
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Table 6: Australian Usage Selected
Protein Meals

Av 5 years to ‘000 tonnes 2006/07 5 year average
‘000 tonnes 2006/07 to 06/07 Canola 235 234
Canola oil 12 8 Soy 620 326
Coconut oil 11 11 Cotton meal 75 145
Cottonseed ol 12 neg
Olive ail 42 30
Palm oil 130 120
Soy oil 25 12
Sun&Saff oil 39 22
Palmkernel meal 295 47
Soybean 615 350
Figure 1: Australian Oil usage - Food Source: AOF
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