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Soybeans 2005/06 
Soybean estimates remain relatively unchanged from the 
previous month.  Production has been revised down in 
Queensland and northern NSW dryland regions, but this has 
been offset by increases on the north coast NSW.  The crop is 
90-95% harvested. 

 2005/06 Estimates  
 

2004/05  
production  

(tonnes) Area  
(hectares) 

Production 
(tonnes) 

QLD 15,642 6,965 14,710 
NSW 37,608 16,555 39,890 
VIC 1,100 320 900 
Total 54,350 23,840 55,500 

Source:  Industry Estimates, 12/05/06 

Hot dry conditions in parts of Queensland have seen a further 
reduction in yield for the Burnett and Downs regions.  
However, the Queensland coast crops have shown very good 
yields, size and quality.   

Crops on the north coast of NSW performed better than 
forecasted and it is estimated that the region finished with 
production of 17,500 tonnes.   The remaining regions of NSW 
have performed as expected, with the exception of some 
areas on the northern tablelands and northern NSW, which 
were impacted by dry conditions.  Grain size and quality has 
generally been good. 

Canola 2006/07 
The good early break in Victoria and South Australia has 
underpinned canola estimates and planting intentions now 
forecast area to exceed one million hectares.  

2006/07 Estimates  2005/06  
production  

(tonnes) 
Area  

(hectares) 
Production 

(tonnes) 
NSW 253,750 205,000 305,000 
VIC 337,500 250,000 475,000 
SA 217,500 150,000 240,000 
WA 630,000 400,000 520,000 
Total 1,438,750 1,005,000 1,540,000 

Source:  Industry Estimates, 12/05.06 

While the break has come to Victoria and SA, it continues to 
elude NSW.  The north of the State has variable moisture 
conditions following late summer rains and currently less than 
20% of the projected area has been sown.  The projected 
area is forecast to fall in the central regions unless a 
significant rain event occurs before the end of the month.  
Similarly to the north just less than 20% of the projected area 
has been planted, with this all dry sown.   

In the south, soil moisture is virtually non existent and like the 
central area, rain is needed before the end of the month to 
secure projections.  A significant area has been sown dry, but 
the majority is yet to be planted.  There are some reports of 
insect/pest activity in southern areas.  Overall, projected area 
has been reduced slightly from last month to 205,000 
hectares. 

Very good rain has been received across Victoria which, 
combined with the improving price outlook, has boosted the 
prospects for canola.  However, there is some reluctance to 
invest in the higher cost crops such as canola, although this is 
being offset by concerns over stem rust in wheat.  A small 
area has been planted, but farmers have mostly been focused 
on weed control or waiting for ground to dry out.  It is 
expected that the next week will see significant planting 
activity.  Overall estimates have been moved up to 250,000 
hectares. 

Like Victoria, South Australia has seen a good start to the 
season.  Area planted to canola is expected to be up in the 
lower rainfall regions compared to last year, with the mid north 
and south east seeing similar areas to last year.  The crop is 
only around 20-25% sown.  Estimates have been left at 
150,000 hectares. 

Despite some early rain, Western Australia is now looking 
for rain.  It is estimated that the crop is around 40% sown.  
Estimates have been left unchanged from last month at 
400,000 hectares. 

 
Upcoming Events 
Agriculture Australia 8&9 August 2006.  For further details 
go to www.agricultureaustralia.com.au 

AOF Forum and AGM 10-12 October 2006.  For further 
details go to www.australianoilseeds.com  
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